
 
10130 – 103 Street NW, Edmonton, AB, T5J 3N9, Canada 

 
 

 
 
 
April 29, 2015 

 
 
Stewardship Commissioner 
Land Use Secretariat 
9th floor, Centre West Building 
10035 - 1 08 Street Edmonton, AB TSJ 3El 

Dear Mr. Blackwood: 

Re: Addendum to the Variance Application for the Enbridge Norlite Diluent Pipeline Project 
under the Lower Athabasca Regional Plan (LARP) 

 

In response to the April 24, 2015 Letter from the Land Use Secretariat (LUS), Enbridge is submitting 
this addendum to clarify all development and incidental infrastructure planned in association with 
the Norlite Diluent Pipeline Project (the Project) within the Gypsy-Gordon Conservation Area 
established by LARP. 

Enbridge has proposed for the Project to pass through the Gipsy-Gordon Wildland Park Expansion 
Area, parallel to multiple existing linear dispositions as shown the attached figure. A variance from 
LARP is required in order for Enbridge to secure the necessary disposition amendment for this 
Project through the Conservation Area. 

As described in the February 27, 2015 application for a variance to LARP, the Project involves 
installation and operation of a pipeline within an existing Enbridge Pipeline Agreement (PLA) 
disposition located in an existing undesignated corridor through the Conservation Area. The 
installation of the pipeline will involve various activities within the existing Enbridge PLA (PLA 
110283), proposed PLA 110283 amendment area, existing dispositions held by others, and 
proposed Temporary Field Authorization (TFA) disposition. The key activities to occur within these 
areas are as follows: 

 

Existing PLA and proposed PLA amendment 

• Surveying and line locating; 

• Limited tree clearing restricted to portions of the proposed PLA amendment; 

• Temporary use of rig mats to access the area as required; 

• Topsoil salvage and grading; 

• Horizontal Directional Drill (HDD), including instream water quality monitoring at locations 
upstream, downstream and within the PLA; 
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• Stringing and welding pipe followed by trenching, lowering-in pipe and backfilling; 

• Hydrostatic pressure testing of the pipe; 

• Reclaiming disturbed areas; and 

• Post-construction reclamation monitoring, including any supplemental reclamation 
enhancements as required. 

 

Existing dispositions held by others 

• Vehicle and equipment access; and 

• Temporary use of rig mats as required. 

 

TFA 

• Vehicle and equipment access to river along existing cleared trail; 

• Installation and removal of a temporary multi-span bridge; 

• Water withdrawal from the river for HDD and hydrostatic testing purposes; and 

• Instream water quality monitoring at locations upstream and downstream of the TFA during 
installation and removal of the temporary multi-span bridge. 

The temporary multi-span bridge will be installed in summer 2015 and will be in place for 
approximately 6 months or less. This temporary bridge will be installed in the same location as the 
previous temporary bridge used during construction of the two existing Enbridge pipelines located 
within the corridor. No new tree clearing will be required for the bridge access. Temporary bridge 
abutments will be installed using a combination of rig matting and grading. Following bridge 
removal, contours will be re-established and the disturbance will be reclaimed in accordance with 
regulatory requirements and the TFA conditions. 

The Federal Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) has determined that a Fisheries Act 
authorization is not required for the Project, including the temporary multi-span bridge to be installed 
across the Clearwater River. The June 17, 2014 DFO letter of determination letter is attached. 

Authorization from Transport Canada is no longer required under the new Navigation Protection Act 
to install the bridge across the Clearwater River; however, Enbridge will maintain navigability during 
construction of the Project as per the current legislative requirements. Enbridge will implement a 
public notification campaign and upstream warning system to ensure safe navigability for river users 
while the bridge is in place. Enbridge has consulted with the Clearwater River Heritage Society 
(CRHS) regarding the Project. A letter of support from CRHS was forwarded to LUS on March 27, 
2015.Temporary Diversion Licences (TDLs) will be acquired under the Water Act prior to water 
withdrawals from the Clearwater River for HDD and hydrostatic testing purposes. Authorizations 
and notifications under the applicable Codes of Practice (COPs) will also be acquired or completed 
for the hydrostatic testing activities. 
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Permission from other disposition holders within the undesignated corridor will be acquired as 
needed prior to using portions of the existing access road located outside of PLA 110283. 

Should you have any questions or concerns regarding this application please contact the 
undersigned at trevor.lema@enbridge.com or 780-392-4737. 

 
Yours truly, 

 

 
 
Trevor Lema 
Senior Land & ROW Specialist, Land Services 
Enbridge Pipelines Inc. 
780-392-4737 (ph) 
587-338-0208 (c) 
trevor.lema@enbridge.com 
 

incl.  

Revised Figure 2: Proposed Disposition Amendment Area (revised from the February 27, 2015 
application) 

Determination letter from DFO dated June 17, 2014. 
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